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SAVEBUSCOT CHALLENGES THAMES WATER TO RETURN BRANDY ISLAND TO NATIONAL TRUST 

 COMPULSORY PURCHASE AND CRICHEL DOWN RULES
In October, 2009, Thames Water sold Brandy Island for private commercial development.  SaveBuscot and supporters challenge Thames Water that they acted irresponsibly in neglecting their moral obligation to offer back this compulsory purchase to the National Trust and return this valuable wildlife resource to the Buscot Estate for conservation for the nation.

The Commercial Development of Brandy Island would mean the loss of a mini-wilderness in the unspoiled water meadows of the Upper Reaches of the Thames, which for 40 years has been an overgrown wildlife habitat.  This quiet tranquil place of natural beauty is vital to the rural character of the riverside and to the splendid views and peaceful walks enjoyed by the public.

The tiny conservation hamlet of Buscot with 20 homes along a narrow road and the Buscot Estate which surrounds Brandy Island are held “inalienably” by the National Trust to be maintained as a traditional agricultural estate.  Brandy Island, which was part of this inalienable legacy, is adjacent to the Grade I* St. Mary the Virgin Church with its’ picturesque graveyard and Edward Burne Jones’ most famous stained glass windows which are national treasures.

THE SAVE BUSCOT Campaign hopes to conserve this wildlife and rural haven, where National Trust and church visitors can enjoy a peaceful outing which is safe for children and dogs, a popular spot for fishermen and walking enthusiasts, and a quiet remote place away from traffic and the commercialized world.
SAVE BUSCOT believes that Thames Water has ignored its’ moral obligation to return the island to the National Trust.  Brandy Island was compulsorily purchased in 1949 from the Buscot Estate under Faringdon Water Order with restriction on the land acquired.  Brandy Island, like the rest of the Buscot Estate, would have been protected for the nation had it not been compulsorily purchased.
When the water authority pumping station became defunct in 1969, and Brandy Island became “surplus” to the needs for which it was acquired, Thames Water should have offered it back to the Trust.  Under the Crichel Down Rules agricultural land which is no longer needed for the purpose is to be offered back to the original owners.  In 1969 the Faringdon Rural Distric Council who compulsory purchased the island with restrictions on land acquired stated:  “The Faringdon Water Order states specifically land was being purchased by constructing works, these are listed and quite specific.  It would be totally inequitable to permit land acquired by compulsory purchase for an express purpose to be sold for development purposes by an entirely different organization.”
The purchasing authority was privatized in the 1990s and became Thames Water.  In 1996 TW saw an opportunity to profit by selling the island privately and made no attempt to return it to the National Trust.  Thames Water’s application was turned down in Appeal in 1997 by the Sec. of State, who ruled that private development would be detrimental to the rural character of the river and this Area of High Landscape Value.

In Oct. 2009 Brandy Island was sold at auction to a private developer for £380,000, achieving this high price because of the belief the island was one of the few opportunities for commercial development along the Infant Thames.  This is an example of a privatized utility profiting from our natural resources which should be conserved and enhanced.  There are now plans for “change of use” of Brandy Island for commercial development.   In selling the Island for private development Thames Water has acted irresponsibly and at the expense of this wildlife resource, the tranquillity of the Upper Thames Reach, the conservation village, the Grade I* Church, and the rural amenity of the whole area.  They have paid no heed to local opinion or to the strength of opposition to the 1996 planning refusal.
SAVE BUSCOT is calling upon the wilder public, MPs and elected representatives, walking and fishing groups, and all those who love the unspoiled, quiet, remote areas of the River Thames to help prevent this commercial development.  We believe that Thames Water should act responsibly and in accordance with moral, ethical, financial and legal principles and buy back Brandy Island from the developer and return it to the Buscot Estate and the National Trust to protect this valuable part of our national icon, the River Thames, for the nation.  Now more than ever we need to preserve our natural resources from commercialization.
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